
I sincerely hope that all of 

our members have had a pro-

ductive summer and now that 

summer is winding down and 

vacation times are coming to 

an end our members are 

ready to continue to face the 

challenges ahead. 

During these difficult eco-

nomic times, many depart-

ments have not only had to 

make do with fewer supplies 

and for some departments 

fewer personnel.  The offi-

cers and board of directors 

have been working hard to 

keep our association costs to 

a minimum and maintain our 

dues structure the same as it 

has been since the creation of 

the association four years 

ago.  After several meetings 

and a lot of earnest discus-

sion your officers and 

board have agreed to 

again host a training con-

ference for our members 

as we have done for the 

previous three years.  In 

order to keep expenses to 

our association and mem-

bers as low as possible yet 

continue to provide our 

members with the best train-

ing available in Illinois some 

changes will be necessary. 

In order to host a conference 

in 2010 we will need our 

member’s assistance.  We are 

looking for two departments 

who wish to host our training 

seminar and have stadium 

style seating available for 75 

plus members to attend for a 

period of two days.  We are 

planning to hold two semi-

nars.  One in the northern are 

and one in the southern area 

of the state.  The associations 

intention is that by holding 

two seminars in different 

parts of the state more of our 

members will be able to at-

tend and we will be able to 

better serve our members.  

As with previous conferences 

we are in need of volunteers 

who wish to assist with plan-

ning and implementation of 

the conference.  See page 4 

Congressman Mark Steven 

Kirk  proposed that due to 

the new potent cannabis that 

the state crime lab should be 

required to do quantative lab 

testing on all cannabis re-

ceived to determine its po-

tency. 

President of IAPEM con-

tacted the congressman in 

response to this proposal 

stating this new proposal 

would dramatically increase 

lab processing times and cost, 

not to mention that the State 

Crime lab is not equipped to 

handle this required testing. It 

would also prevent local de-

partments who do their own 

testing from continuing this 

process. 

A meeting with the congress-

man was requested. Watch 

for updates on this in the 

newsletter or on the website. 
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If you answered yes to any of these 

questions, you are at risk and need 

training in proper procedures as 

required by the Bloodborne Patho-

gen Standard. In addition to these 

concerns, employees of property/

evidence storage rooms need to be 

concerned about the health of the 

air in their property rooms. 

In order for Crime Scene officers 

and Property officers to reduce the 

risk that biohazards from drying 

evidence which may become air-

borne, appropriate filtration and 

venting systems should be estab-

lished.  One way to provide this is 

with the aid of Evidence Drying 

Cabinets. 

These cabinets are designed to air 

dry wet evidence and remove bio-

hazards from the exhausted air 

with the aid of proper filtration. 

These cabinets are generally con-

structed of materials which permit 

decontamination by cleaning be-

tween uses; to prevent cross con-

tamination. They also protect the 

drying evidence from cross con-

tamination by officers working in 

the immediate areas by segregating 

the evidence in a closed container. 

Generally there are two vents built 

into a drying cabinet, an intake and 

exhaust. There are multiple   filters,  

a high efficiency particulate air 

(HEPA) filter and carbon filter. 

These filters remove all biohazards 

and noxious fumes that may be 

present. A third filter is used in the 

intake vent to protect evidence 

from any airborne DNA or trace 

evidence that may be present in the 

area. When evaluating the HEPA 

filtration of a cabinet, it must meet 

the American Society of Heating, 

Refrigeration, and Air Condition-

ing Engineers (ASHRACE) Stan-

dard 52.2 (MERV 17-20) which 

requires that the filter remove 

particles 10 microns or larger to 

remove trace or DNA contami-

nation. DNA is degraded by 

UV light and bacteria. To stop 

bacteria, all moisture must be 

removed from your evidence 

before being placed into a 

sealed evidence container. This 

is the role of the drying cabinet 

in addition to protecting the 

officers handling the evidence.  

Property officers and Crime 

Scene officers may want to con-

tact the National Institute for 

Occupational Safety and Health 

for a health evaluation of their 

evidence room(s), processing 

areas and drying spaces, if they 

feel that the air quality of their 

work space may be less than 

ideal. While there are no spe-

cific ventilation standards for 

police property room(s) and 

evidence drying rooms, the 

ASHRACE has developed rec-

ommendations of at least 10-12 

air changes per hour. It is also 

recommended that all air 

should be exhausted to the out-

side and there should be no 

recirculation of air within the 

rooms. For rooms used to dry 

evidence these rooms should be 

negative pressure flow rooms 

(air flows into the room). 

Evidence drying cabinets are 

not inexpensive, but the integ-

rity of evidence collected by the 

police (crime scene officers/

property officers) for submis-

sion to the crime lab and its 

eventual use in the justice sys-

tem makes them required 

equipment in any police depart-

ment’s evidence/property proc-

essing areas. The expenses of 

the filters used by the cabinets 

is also an issue as yearly mainte-

nances is necessary. Based on 

current research and industry 

experience, the average life of 

the HEPA (most expensive 

filter) is anywhere from 3 to 15 

years or longer based on use.  

In fact, the longer this filter is 

in service the more efficiently it 

will work. 

Air quality in police property 

rooms and specifically drug 

storage areas or rooms is also 

of critical concern to Crime 

Scene officers and Property 

officers. Aspergillus is a major 

health threat in evidence and 

drug store rooms. Aspergillus is 

a type of mold that thrives on 

decaying plant materials and in 

the soil and can cause infections 

in those who touch the plants 

without proper protection. Can-

nabis/Marijuana is a common 

source for this mold. Many 

Crime Scene officers and others 

package the damp plants and 

their roots in plastic bags which 

provides an ideal environment 

for the growth of this organism. 

Studies that have been con-

ducted by the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency com-

paring the risks of various envi-

ronmental threats and has con-

sistently ranked indoor air pol-

lution as one of the top five 

risks.  

The Illinois Department of 

Public Health has developed 

guidelines for acceptable indoor 

air quality. These guidelines 

follow ASHRAE standards, 62-

2001 and ASHRAE 55-2204. 

While there are many contami-

nates responsible for indoor  air 

quality problems, police prop-

Property Room 
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A HEPA (High Effi-
ciency Particle Arresting) 
filter can remove the 
majority of harmful par-
ticles, including mold 
spores, dust, dust mites, 
pet dander and other 
irritating allergens from 
the air. 



A warning to all police person-

nel who may come in contact 

with brick marijuana wrapped 

and sealed to hinder detection. 

Recently police in Missouri dis-

covered some marijuana that 

was concealed in what looked 

like large dryer sheets, wrapping 

and an unknown liquid or gel 

substance. 

The substance turned out to be 

Chloroacetaldehyde which is a 

toxic substance. When it comes 

in contact with acids or oxidiz-

ers it may cause fire, release 

toxic gases and vapors during 

thermal decomposition. Expo-

sure can be by inhalation, inges-

tion, eye or skin contact and 

absorption. It’s a severe irritant 

of eyes, mucous membranes, 

skin and respiratory tract at 

40% solution present. Go to 

www.OHSA.gov for an in 

depth safety and health guide-

line for handling of 

Choloroacetaldehyde. 

In this case the use of the 

chemical was intended to divert 

a canine’s detection by incapaci-

tating the animal. Remember to 

protect your canine officers as 

well. 

vated humidity levels can promote the 

growth of mold, bacteria and dust mites 

in your drug storage areas. Indoor win-

ter temperature should be maintained at 

68-75° F and in the summer 73-79° F 

with a range of 30-60 percent humidity 

for both seasons. 

Crime Scene officers and Property offi-

cers also deal with flammable and com-

bustible liquid evidence during the 

areas present unique problems. The 

Illinois Department of Public Health 

should be contacted for consultation if 

you feel the air quality is substandard in 

your work space. While there is no 

ideal temperature and humidity level 

suitable for all occupants there are 

some guidelines available. Acceptable 

relative humidity levels should range 

from 20 to 60 percent year round. Ele-

course of many different investigations 

from arson to drug cases to homicides and 

suicides. The safe storage of these materials 

in property rooms is paramount to every-

one’s safety in the workplace. Guidelines 

for storage can be found under OSHA 29 

CFR 1910.106 and the National Fire Pro-

tection Agency (NFPA) codes for the safe 

storage of these materials. 

(See page 6 for rest of article) 

Chloroacetaldehyde Exposure 

mismanagement. 

During the investigation they 

found money in a safe that 

should have been given to fi-

nance, as well as money marked 

as “excess jail money.”  They 

also found almost $10,000 in a 

desk drawer. 

Evidence had been documented 

as returned to owner when in 

fact it wasn’t. A firearm was 

reported missing from the evi-

dence room. 

This mismanagement has cost 

the community over $20,000 to 

fix and almost lead to them 

losing their accreditation re-

cently. 

Middletown Police Department 

in Ohio has filed a lawsuit over 

the mismanagement of their 

property room by their prop-

erty officer. 

The suit alleges that evidence 

was not properly documented 

nor maintained. Although they 

maintain no criminal cases were 

lost or thrown out due to this 

Lawsuit on Property Room Mismanagement 

Property Rooms         (continued from page 2) 

Device left in mailbox 
sprays poison on man. 
The chemical is called 
chloroacetaldehyde. It’s 
used to kill fungi, algae 
and bacteria. It can also 
be harmful to humans if 
left on the skin.  

“I learned the value 

of hard work by 

working hard.”  

— Margaret M. 

Fitzpatrick 
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President’s Message:        continued from page 1 

 

This year we are also looking for members who want to teach a portion of the upcoming conference.  If you are available to work 

on the conference contact any of our officers or board members and let them know how you may help.  So continue to watch your 

newsletter and web site for developments on the conference. 

 

Your association will be hosting its fall business meeting and training conference again this fall.  The conference will again be free 

of cost to our active members.  We are excited to have Lark Cowart, Kane County States Attorney as our guest speaker who will 

speak on evidence destruction and holding of evidence after a conviction.  The meeting will be held November 5, 2009, at the 

Bloomingdale Police Department, 201 South Bloomingdale Road, Bloomingdale, Illinois and will begin promptly at 9:00 am with 

refreshments available. 

 

President Jim Herman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Kane County State’s Attorney Office — St. Charles, Illinois 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village of Bloomingdale Police Department  

201 S. Bloomingdale Road Bloomingdale, IL 60108  

Come Join 

Us 
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The primary goals of the I.A.P.E.M. are: 

To provide for an educational exchange, dissemination of information 

and networking relative to the property and evidence function, for 

agencies in the State of Illinois. 

 

To promote professionalism of property and evidence personnel and to 

support high standards of performance in pursuit of this task. 

 

To deal with the collection, storage, preservation and disposal methods 

within law enforcement agencies in the State of Illinois. 

 

To solicit legal opinions and educate the membership on current or 

pending legislation that may impact property and evidence collection 

and preservation.  

PO Box 957257 

Hoffman Estates, IL 60169-7257 

MEMBERSHIP@IAPEM.ORG 

IAPEM 

President: Vice-President 

Jim Herman Lisa Robin 

IAPEM 

Property Rooms     (continued from page 3) 

Visit us on the web at: 

IAPEM.org 

The use of Flammable Storage Cabi-

nets is fundamental in the safe storage of 

these materials in property/evidence 

rooms. While Federal guidelines are in 

place concerning the types of cabinets to 

be used and their construction many 

communities also have guidelines con-

cerning safe handling and storage of 

these. Some of the common features that 

these cabinets must have are: self-closing 

doors, construction with 18 gauge steel, 

doors must have a three point latch and 

cabinet marked “Flammable-Keep Fire 

Away” legend. 

These cabinets are used for the safe stor-

age of the evidence which in many arson 

cases is unlined paint cans and small fuel 

storage cans. These containers have a 

nasty habit of leaking or in the case of 

paint cans, if the lids are not properly 

secured, popping off venting fumes into 

the area or rusting out and leaking con-

tents into the property room. This of 

course provides a real hazards for fires or 

explosions in any departments property 

storage areas. Property officers are ad-

vised to consult with their fire depart-

ments concerning the storage of flamma-

ble materials inside their buildings. 

From time to time Crime Scene officers 

and Property officers become involved in 

cases that involve flammable gas and the 

containers holding these various gases. In 

light of the many different types of gases 

that come pressurized this article will deal 

with only LP (Liquefied petroleum) gas 

which we commonly see in propane 

tanks for barbecue grills. Guidelines for 

the storage of these cylinders can found 

under NFPA 58. 

For the property officer NFPA 58 offers 

various important guidelines that must be 

followed some of which are: 1. Storage in 

buildings shall not exceed 200 pounds in 

one location. 2. Cylinders in storage shall 

be located as to minimize exposure to 

excessive temperature rise, physical dam-

age or tampering. 3. Empty containers 

which have been in LP Gas service shall 

be considered the same as full containers 

for the purpose of determining maximum 

quantities permitted for inside storage. 

Crime Scene officers and Property  offi-

cers should also be aware that these cylin-

ders are sometimes used to store gases 

that were not intended and therefore 

should inspect their tanks to watch for 

breakdown of the valve which can cause 

leaking of contents. 

Property officers have many unique stor-

age problems with the various items 

taken in. With today’s extended time pe-

riods for the holding of property and 

evidence, it is more important than ever 

that Crime Scene/Property Officers stay 

abreast of the safety issues regarding the 

various types of evidence that are housed 

in the property rooms. Property officers 

must also maintain their evidence storage 

areas in optimum conditions to ensure 

that evidence is handled properly for the 

justice system and those working in this 

environment are safe. 


