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Vice President’s Message 
 

As you all know we had to reschedule the annual conference to do our part to help pre-
vent the spread of the virus.  Although changing the dates presented challenges for the 
venue, vendors, members, and the board everyone worked together to reschedule rather 
than cancel.   Thank you to everyone who put in the effort to make the change.  The 
board anticipates the rescheduled conference will happen but if things change due to re-
quirements set by the federal government, state government, or the venue we will let 
you know as soon as possible.  The new dates for the conference are August 26-28, 2020.  
If you already were registered your registration will automatically be good for the new 
dates.  If you weren’t able to attend the originally scheduled dates there is still plenty of 
time to register for the new August dates.  For those of you that cannot attend the re-
scheduled dates let us know and your registration fees will be refunded.  The hotel will 
still offer special room rates for the new dates if you wish to stay overnight.  
 

This has been a challenging time for all of us.  There has been little precedent or guidance 
for property room personnel or crime scene technicians on how to perform our duties 
during a pandemic.  I’ve talked to many members about the changes and challenges they 
have encountered while working crime scenes and in property rooms while trying to do 
their best to prevent catching or spreading the coronavirus.  Some departments have in-
stituted quarantining property before it can enter the property room and some have tak-
en no extra precautions.  Some departments have limited returning property to limit con-
tact with the public, some have no restrictions.  Some have limited the time property 
room custodians work, some have not.   It’ll be a good topic to discuss with each other at 
the conference.  I’m sure we all will learn from each other to be more prepared for the 
next time something like this happens.   
   
Finally, please stay safe and do your part to not spread the virus.   
 

Mark Marusich 
Vice President, IAPEM 



Guide to Coronavirus Lifespan Outside of the Body 
Compiled by Mark Marusich 

Here is a guide for the most current lifespan (as of the beginning of May 2020) for the Corona-
virus (SARS-CoV-2) of various surfaces.  The information is gathered from 2 separate studies. 
(*Journal of American Medicine March 17, 2020 and **The Lancet Microbe April 2, 
2020).  Both articles are available on line. 
 
Paper and Tissue**                 3 hours 
Copper*                                    4 hours 

Cardboard*                              24 hours 

Wood**                                    2 days 

Cloth**                                      2 days 

Stainless Steel*                        2-3 days 

Polypropylene plastic*            3 days 

Glass**                                      4 days 

Paper Money**                       4 days 

Outside of surgical mask**    7 days 
 

*69.8-73.4 F with 40% relative humidity 

**71 F with 65% relative humidity 



 
 

 

 

Be sure to register for the 2020  

IAPEM Conference 

August 26-28 
 

to be held at 
 

Doubletree by Hilton, Lisle 

Topics include: 

 Two-Day EMI “Evidence Management Professional” Class (limited to  first  80 registered) 

 Bloodstain Recognition 

 Henry Pratt Shooting:  Lessons Learned 

 Recreational Cannabis and the Laboratory 

 Major Case Reviews 
 

To register visit:   http://iapem.org/conference2020.htm 

What You Do Makes A Difference…. 
 

Evidence Preservation Key to Arrest Made in 42-Year-Old  
Murder Case 

 
DNA testing and a fingerprint identification database that were not available in 1978 has led 
the Phoenix Police Department to arrest a man wanted for murder and sexual assault that 
occurred more than four decades ago. 

Glenn Williams was arrested last week for the crime allegedly committed on June 10, 1978. At 
the time, Phoenix Police found Fernando Calleros and a woman in the bed of a pickup truck. 
The 23-year-old Calleros had been beaten to death while the woman was beaten and sexually 
assaulted, but ultimately survived the attack.  

Forty-one years ago, Williams was booked based upon probable cause, which included finger-
prints, but the Phoenix Police Department was not using AFIS at the time. Williams was even-
tually released from jail due to a lack of evidence. Detectives in 1979 exhausted all their op-
tions; however, in 2020, that is no longer the case. 

“The field of forensic DNA testing continues to advance at a rapid rate. It opens up lots of 
doors for us to revisit these cases that we never would've been able to test previously,” said  

 

(Continued on page 4) 



Phoenix Crime Lab Administrator Jody Wolf. “"We're constantly looking for ways to use 
current technologies and new approaches to combine best science with best evidence." 

When the Phoenix Crime Lab tested DNA left on evidence at the 1978 crime scene in 2019, 
they were able to match it to Williams. 

“The collection, preservation and maintaining of the evidence almost 42 years was a key 
factor,” Phoenix Police Sergeant Tommy Thompson told Forensic. 

In addition, the fingerprints that were located and identified back in 1979 were submitted 
through AFIS and came back as a match to Williams. 

Last year, the Phoenix Police Department Cold Case Homicide Squad decided to reexamine 
the Calleros case. 

“Our Cold Case Squad is con-
tinually reviewing cases to 
see if they can work them,” 
Thompson said. “The review 
in this case revealed evi-
dence to reexamine.” 

Thankfully, that evidence 
was collected and main-
tained properly from 1978 
to 2019, allowing the cur-
rent forensic lab specializes 
to identify the suspect. 

“The gathering, preparing 
and maintaining of evi-
dence, whether DNA, finger-
prints, etc., still requires old-
fashion police work. Who 
knows what evidence pre-
served now will be tested 
with future technology not 
available today,” Thompson 
said. 

https://www.forensicmag.com/563249-
Evidence-Preservation-Key-to-Arrest-Made
-in-42-Year-Old-Murder-Case/  
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The Report Claiming That A Dead Body Spread The Coronavirus Was 
Just Corrected 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Coronavirus impact: Some sex assault victims collect own evidence 
amid COVID-19 pandemic 

Fears of contracting coronavirus have prompted authorities in Northern California to allow some sexual assault 
victims to collect evidence with a nurse directing them in the hourslong process through a video call. 
 
The temporary measure put in place in Marin County after shelter-in-place orders were issued last month to stop 
the spread of the virus raises issues of evidence contamination and other problems that would be challenged in 
court, defense attorneys said. 
 
Monterey County Deputy District Attorney Lana Nassoura said Thursday the temporary measure doesn't apply to 
victims of sexual assault who are children or who have been injured and is allowed when the victim is comforta-
ble and able to conduct the forensic examination on themselves. 
 
"The last thing we want is a victim not reporting the assault to law enforcement because they're worried about 
getting sick, so we wanted to give them an option to be able to do that without those concerns," Nassoura said.  
 
She said the measure also aims to protect the nurses who normally conduct the prolonged examinations in small 
rooms and who lack the proper equipment to protect them from exposure to the virus. 
 
So far, two sexual assault victims have collected the evidence in their cases, one on April 5 and the other one 
Monday, Nassoura said. 
 
In one of the cases, the victim was exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms. The victim hadn't yet received results from 
their coronavirus test, and officials offered the victim the virtual self-examination to protect personnel. 
 
The examination was done through a Zoom video call "because of concerns that the victim might be infected and 
to not postpone the examination because it's best to collect evidence as close in time to the assault as possible," 
Nossoura said. 
 
Nossoura said the "temporary protocol" starts when a police officer drops off a rape test kit outside the victim's 
residence and then waits in his patrol car. Once the victim retrieves the kit and goes inside, they both join a 

(Continued on page 8) 

Are you creative and able to work with simple publishing software? IAPEM is looking for a 
regular newsletter editor to compose our quarterly newsletter.  If you are interested, please 
contact Treasurer Michelle Borrero at iapemtreasurer@gmail.com.   
 
If you just have an interesting content article or information to share, please feel free to 
email that, as well. 



Zoom video call along with a forensic nurse and a victim advocate. 
 
As it's done during a normal examination, the nurse interviews the victim, and after the officer takes the vic-
tim's statement, the officer and the advocate leave the call. The nurse then directs the victim on how and what 
evidence to collect. 
 
After the victim places the kit outside their door, the officer collects it and takes it to a forensic lab for analysis. 
The nurse then offers the victim to do a video call with just the victim advocate, who can offer counseling. 
 
The way the evidence is collected could lead to cross-contamination and would raise reasonable doubt, crimi-
nal defense attorney Mark Reichel said. 
 
"It is absolutely fraught with danger because when you have a dispassionate law enforcement officer collecting 
evidence and replace that with the victim who then manufactures the most critical evidence, that's going to 
cause reasonable doubt," Reichel said. 
 
"If you want to frame someone, it's easy to get their DNA onto a swab where you do a sex assault kit, and say, 
'Oh, look, here's their DNA,' " he added. 
 
Nossoura disagreed and said the chain-of-custody protocols are in place throughout the process and the collec-
tion of evidence is observed by a nurse in real time. 
 
"This isn't a situation where someone goes to a pharmacy and picks up a kit, goes home and does it themselves 
and then drops it off at the police station," she added. 

https://abc7news.com/sex-assault-victims-collect-evidence-coronavirus-in-california-cases-covid-19/6111860/ 

COVID-19 updates: State Police forensic scientists assisting IDPH 

Personnel from the Illinois State Police Division of Forensic Services are assisting the Illinois Department of 
Public Health with COVID-19 lab testing. 

Ten forensic scientists and one DNA research coordinator are volunteering at labs in Springfield, Chicago 
and Carbondale laboratories. The number of volunteers could rise. 

Their duties include preparing samples and conducting testing, as well as assisting with the related paper-
work. One volunteer is specifically tasked with assisting the IDPH research and development team with 
testing enhancement and reducing turn-around times. 

“One of the keys to ending this pandemic sooner is testing, which will tell us how much virus is circulating 
and where,” IDPH Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike said. “This pandemic requires all hands on deck.” 

“Our forensic scientists are unsung heroes who are often the critical difference in the pursuit of justice,” 
said ISP Director Brendan Kelly. “Even in the midst of a global pandemic, these volunteer scientists are 
bravely stepping up and serving in ways they could not have imagined to protect public safety. Everyone 
in Illinois should be proud of them.” 

https://www.sj-r.com/news/20200429/covid-19-updates-state-police-forensic-scientists-assisting-idph 

(Continued from page 7) 
 



           

Illinois Association of Property and Evidence Managers 

IAPEM 

PO Box 957257 

Hoffman Estates, IL 60195-9257 iapemtreasurer@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Goals of IAPEM are: 

 
 Provide for an educational exchange, dissemination of information and networking relative 

to the property and evidence function, for agencies in the State of Illinois. 

 
 Promote professionalism of property and evidence personnel and to support high standards 

of performance in pursuit of this task. 

 
 Deal with the collection, storage, preservation and disposal methods within law enforcement 

agencies in the State of Illinois. 
 
 Solicit legal opinions and educate the membership on current or pending legislation that may 

impact property and evidence collection and preservation. 
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